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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Presbyterian  Historical 
Society  present  tbe  following  Report  of  their  proceedings 
during  the  year,  together  with  such  suggestions  for  the  action 
of  the  Society  as  seem  to  them  desirable  on  the  present 
occasion. 

I.  A  Charter  for  the  “  Presbyterian  Historical  Society” 
has  been  obtained  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  at  its  present  sessions  at  Harrisburg.  The  Charter 
is  the  one  petitioned  for  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  it 
contains  all  the  provisions  that  were  deemed  necessary  to  the 
success  of  our  operations. 

The  Charter,  or  Act  of  Incorporation,  is  in  the  following 
words.  It  will  he  seen  that  the  Charter  contains  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  Society : 

AH  ACT 

TO  INCORPORATE  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  ^Representatives  o  f  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  authority  of  the  same,  That  David  Elliott,  William  M.  Engles,  TV.  R. 
De  Witt,  Albert  Barnes,  George  H.  Stnart,  J.  B.  Dales,  J.  T.  Cooper,  James 
Hoge,  Charles  Hodge,  Samuel  Hazzard,  Samuel  Agnew,  Robert  J.  Breckinridge, 
William  Chester,  George  Howe,  William  B.  Sprague,  Henry  A.  Boardman, 
C.  Van  Rensselaer,  John  C.  Backus,  John  Leyburn,  William  S.  Martien,  Alfred 
Nevin,  Thomas  H.  Skinner,  John  A.  Brown,  Samuel  H.  Cox,  Peter  Force, 
Edwin  F.  Hatfield,  George  Duffield,  George  Duffield,  Jr.,  Henry  B.  Smith, 
Matthew  W.  Baldwin,  Henry  J.  Williams,  B.  J.  Wallace,  J.  N.  McLeod, 
John  Forsyth,  James  Wood,  Thomas  Beveridge,  James  M.  Wilson,  T.  W.  J. 
Wylie,  S.  J.  Wylie,  Thomas  Smyth,  M.  L.  P.  Thompson,  and  J.  F.  Stearnes,  and 
their  associates  and  successors,  shall  forever  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  erected 
and  created  a  body  politic  and  corporate  in  deed  and  in  law,  by  the  name,  style, 
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and  title  of  the  Presbyterian  Historical  Society,  and  by  that  name,  style,  and  title 
shall  have  and  enjoy  perpetual  succession,  and  be  able  and  capable  to  purchase, 
receive,  take,  hold,  and  dispose  of  real  and  personal  estate,  to  sue  and  be  sued, 
plead  and  be  impleaded,  to  receive  and  make  all  deeds,  transfers,  conveyances, 
and  assurances,  contracts,  and  agreements  whatever,  to  have  and  use  a  common 
and  corporate  seal,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter,  and  renew  at  pleasure,  and 
generally  to  do  and  perform  any  act,  matter,  and  thing  necessary  to  promote 
the  objects  and  design  of  this  act  of  incorporation,  with  full  power  to  enact  and 
repeal  all  rules,  regulations,  and  by-laws  which  may  be  found  expedient  and 
desirable:  Provided  always,  That  such  rules,  regulations,  and  by-laws  shall  not 
be  contrary  to  or  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  or  of 
this  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  2.  That  the  fundamental  articles  of  the  Constitution  of  this  Society  shall 
be  as  follows : 

Article  1.  This  Society  shall  be  known  by  the  name  of  the  Presbyterian  His¬ 
torical  Society. 

Art  2.  The  objects  of  this  Society  shall  be  to  collect  and  preserve  the  mate¬ 
rials,  and  to  promote  the  knowledge  of  the  History  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Art.  3.  Any  branch  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  whose  admission  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Society  at  its  annual  meeting,  shall  become  an  integral  part  of 
the  same.  The  branches  now  constituting  the  Society  are,  The  Presbyterian 
Church  whose  General  Assembly  met  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  New 
York  City,  in  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty.six;  The  Presbyterian 
Church  wdiose  General  Assembly  met  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  on  Madison 
Square  in  New  York  City,  in  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six ;  The 
Associate  Reformed  Church,  the  Associate  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  Re¬ 
formed  Presbyterian  Church. 

Art.  4.  Any  person  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society  by  the  payment  of 
one  dollar  annually,  and  shall  thereby  be  entitled  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  Annual 
Report.  The  payment  of  ten  dollars  at  one  time,  or  in  annual  payments,  shall 
constitute  a  life-member. 

Art.  5.  The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  one  Vice-President 
(from  each  of  the  Churches  represented  in  the  Society),  a  Corresponding  and 
Recording  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and  an  Executive  Committee,  of  which  com¬ 
mittee  at  least  one  member  shall  be  from  each  of  the  churches  represented 
in  the  Society :  all  the  officers  shall  be  elected  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society. 

Art.  6.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  in  the  City  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May. 

Art.  7.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  be  composed  of  not  less  than  nine  nor 
more  than  twelve  members  (of  whom  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  the  Trea¬ 
surer  shall  be  members  ex  officio),  to  whom  shall  be  committed  the  work  of 
devising  and  executing  measures  to  secure  the  objects  of  the  Society.  They 
shall  make  an  Annual  Report  of  their  proceedings  at  the  Anniversary  Meeting, 
shall  cause  an  address  or  addresses  to  be  delivered  during  the  meeting  ol  the 
General  Assembly  or  Synod  of  each  Church  represented  in  this  Society,  and 
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shall  have  power  to  issue  publications  from  time  to  time,  and  to  provide  means 
for  defraying  the  necessary  expenses  of  their  operations.  The  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  shall  meet  quarterly,  on  the  first  Tuesdays  of  February,  May,  August,  and 
November,  and  at  other  times,  if  deemed  hecessary  by  any  two  members,  on  the 
call  of  the  chairman.  Vacancies  occurring  in  their  body  by  death  or  otherwise 
may  be  filled  at  any  regular  quarterly  meeting. 

Art.  8.  The  formation  of  a  library,  containing  publications  and  manuscripts, 
shall  be  regarded  as  a  prominent  measure  to  be  accomplished  by  the  Society. 
The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  charge  of  the  Library,  and  shall  appoint  a 
Librarian.  Publications,  manuscripts,  and  other  historical  relics,  maybe  placed 
on  deposit  in  the  library,  to  be  returned  to  the  persons  depositing  the  same  on 
their  written  application. 

Art.  9.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  at  any  annual  meeting  :  Provided ,  That  notice  of  such  altera¬ 
tion  be  proposed  at  a  preceding  meeting  of  the  Society. 

Sect.  3.  That  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  this 
Society,  until  others  are  regularly  chosen  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
be  those  now  in  office,  namely :  President ,  Thomas  H.  Skinner,  D.D. ;  Vice 
Presidents ,  R.  J.  Breckinridge,  D.D.,LL.  D.,  William  B.  Sprague,  D.D.,  Edward 

F.  Hatfield,  D.D. ;  Colonel  Peter  Force,  John  Forsyth,  D.D.,  John  N.  McLeod, 
D.D.,  Thomas  Beveridge,  D.D. ;  Secretary ,  J.  B.  Dales,  D.D.;  Treasurer,  Samuel 
Agnew,  Esq. ;  Executive  Committee ,  C.  Van  Rensselaer,  D.D.,  J.  C.  Backus,  D.D., 
Samuel  ITazzard,  Esq.,  George  Duffield,  Jr.,  B.  J.  Wallace,  H.  J.  Williams,  Esq., 

G.  H.  Stuart,  Esq.,  J.  B.  Dales,  D.D.,  and  Joseph  T.  Cooper,  D.D. 

Sect.  4.  That  the  annual  income  of  the  real  estate  held  at  any  time  by  the 
said  Society  shall  not  at  any  time  exceed  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars. 

Tlie  advantages  of  this  Act  of  Incorporation  are,  first,  that 
it  tends  to  give  permanence  to  the  Society  itself.  It  is  a  band  of 
strength  around  its  depositories  of  archives  and  records,  and 
gives  to  them  an  additional  security  of  perpetuity. 

Secondly.  The  Act  of  Incorporation  establishes  the  confidence 
of  all  the  parties  interested  in  the  Society.  Five  parties  are 
now  united  in  carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  Society,  viz.:  the 
two  branches  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  represented  in 
General  Assemblies,  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church,  the  Associate  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
the  Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  A  sixth  party 
is  proposed  to  be  added  at  the  present  time,  viz.,  The 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod.  It  is  obvious  that  these  par¬ 
ties,  although  of  common  origin,  need  to  have  their  rights 
carefully  protected.  Accordingly,  the  Constitution  guarantees 
the  perpetual  representation  of  each  and  all,  in  the  Executive 
Committee  and  among  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Society. 
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Thirdly.  The  Act  of  Incorporation  gives  to  the  Society  all  the 
advantages  in  regard,  to  holding  property  and  exercising  legal  privi¬ 
leges, ,  incident  to  all  incorporated  institutions.  An  Historical 
Society,  if  successful  in  its  objects,  must  own,  in  the  course  of 
time,  property  of  no  inconsiderable  value.  It  ought  to  possess 
a  large  library,  a  fire-proof  building,  and  a  fund  for  publica¬ 
tion.  Besides  annual  donations  and  special  subscriptions, 
legacies  may  be  expected  from  enlightened  and  zealous  friends. 
A  Charter  gives  a  protection  to  the  Society  in  all  its  pecuniary 
relations. 

For  these,  and  other  reasons,  the  Executive  Committee  con¬ 
gratulate  the  Society  on  the  liberal  Charter  granted  by  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  It  ought  to  be  added  that 
the  Charter  was  drawn  up  by  Henry  J.  Williams ,  Esq.,  with 
the  concurrence  of  Theodore  Cuyler ,  Esq.,  and  that  its  passage 
through  the  Legislature  was  committed  to  the  supervision  of 
the  late  lamented  Charles  B.  Penrose ,  of  the  Senate  of  the  State. 
This  item  of  history  is  entitled  to  a  grateful  record  and  an 
honorable  remembrance. 

II.  As  the  Act  of  Incorporation  marks,  in  some  respects,  a 
new  era  in  the  affairs  of  the  Society,  it  may  be  of  use  to  give 
a  brief  statement  of  its  organization,  objects,  and  proceedings 
up  to  this  date. 

The  Presbyterian  Historical  Society  wTas  organized  in  May, 
1852,  at  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  which  was  held  in  the  City  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 
An  account  of  the  proceedings  at  the  organization  is  to  be 
found  in  the  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Measures  were  immediately  taken  to  form  a  Library ;  and  a 
considerable  number  of  volumes  were  secured  as  a  nucleus  for 
future  enlargement. 

In  May,  1853,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Davidson ,  of  Hew  Brunswick, 
H.  J.,  delivered  the  Annual  Address  before  the  General  As¬ 
sembly  that  met  in  the  Central  Church,  Philadelphia.  This 
address,  which  gives  important  information  and  suggestions  in 
regard  to  the  objects  and  measures  of  a  Presbyterian  Histori¬ 
cal  Society,  has  been  published. 
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The  General  Assembly  of  1853,  before  alluded  to,  passed 
several  measures  of  great  utility,  in  answer  to  a  memorial 
from  the  Society.  The  action  is  as  follows : 

A  memorial  from  the  Presbyterian  Historical  Society  was  read,  requesting 
sundry  favours  from  the  Assembly;  whereupon  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  hereby  testify  their  interest  in  the 
organization  of  the  Presbyterian  Historical  Society,  and  deem  the  objects  of 
sufficient  importance  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Synods  and  Presbyteries  to 
such  forms  of  co-operation  in  securing  the  materials  of  our  Church  history  as 
may  seem  to  them  expedient. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  commit  all  the  manuscript  materials, 
pertaining  to  the  history  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  which  have  been  collected 
in  past  years  under  their  authority,  to  the  custody  of  the  Presbyterian  Histo¬ 
rical  Society. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  give  to  the  Historical  Society  per¬ 
mission  to  select  from  the  publications  of  their  Board  of  Publication  such 
volumes  as  belong  to  their  department,  for  the  purpose  of  an  historical  library ; 
and  the  further  permission  to  select,  from  time  to  time,  whatever  works  may 
be  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  exchange  with  other  historical  societies,  or 
agencies. 

During  this  year,  a  resolution  was  adopted  for  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  “  History  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  America, 
from  its  beginning  until  1T60,  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Webster, 
of  Mauch  Chunk,  Pennsylvania.” 

The  committee  also  sent  a  Circular  Letter  to  all  the  minis¬ 
ters  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  then  represented  in  the 
Society,  inviting  their  co-operation  in  obtaining  the  history  of 
every  Church  and  Presbytery,  in  securing  books  and  pamphlets 
for  the  library,  and  in  rallying  the  Church  to  take  every  prac¬ 
ticable  method  to  secure  the  general  objects  of  the  Society. 
The  circular  received  encouraging  attention.  The  history  of  a 
few  churches  and  congregations  was  received ;  and  a  large 
number  are  doubtless  in  course  of  preparation. 

In  issuing  this  circular,  the  Executive  Committee  were  for¬ 
cibly  impressed  with  the  conviction  that,  on  the  existing  basis 
of  the  Society,  they  were  only  doing  their  work  in  part,  and 
that  the  elucidation  of  the  entire  history  of  the  Presbyterian 
Churches  could  be  best  done  by  enlisting  all  the  Presbyterian 
bodies  in  prosecuting  the  objects  before  them. 

Accordingly,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  at  Buffalo, 
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in  1854,  held  there  in  accordance  with  an  Article  then  in  the 
Constitution,  which  required  it  to  meet  where  the  General 
Assembly  represented  in  the  Society  met,  a  proposal  was  made 
to  admit  all  Presbyterian  bodies  to  a  participation  in  the 
management  of  the  Society.  This  proposal  met  with  a  unani¬ 
mous  approval,  and  the  Constitution  was  accordingly  amended, 
and  officers  elected  from  other  Presbyterian  branches. 

The  Society,  as  re-organized,  has  prosecuted  its  objects  with 
much  unanimity,  and  with  some  success.  Addresses,  in  con¬ 
formity  with  the  Constitution,  have  been  delivered  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  ministers  in  their  order :  by  Dr.  Nathan  L.  Pice,  on  the 
advantages  of  the  Presbyterian  System,  in  1855 ;  Dr.  Hodge, 
in  1855,  as  President  of  the  Society,  on  the  Polity  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church ;  by  Dr.  Henry  B.  Smith,  in  1855,  on  the 
Position  of  the  Deformed  Churches  in  Ecclesiastical  History ; 
by  the  Pev.  Samuel  J.  Baird,  in  1856,  on  the  Unitarian  defec¬ 
tion  in  the  English  Presbyterian  Church ;  by  the  Pev.  David 
H.  Piddle,  in  1856,  on  the  Scotch-Irish  element  in  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  ;  Advantages  of  an  Acquaintance  with  Ecclesi¬ 
astical  History,  by  Dr.  Beveridge,  in  1856;  Pevived  Memories, 
by  Dr.  J.  N.  McLeod,  in  1856. 

Amendments  to  the  Constitution,  having  in  view  a  more 
perfect  guarantee  of  the  rights  of  all  parties,  represented  in  the 
Society,  were  proposed  in  1856,  and  are  now  incorporated  in 
the  Charter,  which  has  been  accepted  by  the  Society. 

The  Library  contains  at  the  present  time,  1821  volumes, 
illustrating  the  History  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  about 
2000  pamphlets ;  many  of  these  publications  are  of  rare  value. 
A  large  volume,  entitled  the  “  Bellamy  Papers,”  containing 
extracts  from  Dr.  Bellamy’s  correspondence  which  have  any 
bearing  on  Presbyterian  history,  was  compiled  and  written  by 
the  Pev.  Pichard  Webster,  and  by  him  presented  to  the 
Society.  The  Library  also  has  some  valuable  newspapers, 
manuscripts,  portraits,  and  memorials  of  the  olden  time. 

It  is  due  to  the  original  founders  of  the  Society  to  state  that 
almost  the  whole  of  the  Library  and  its  accessories  have  been 
furnished  by  the  branch  of  the  Church  to  which  they  belonged. 
This  fact  ought  to  provoke  to  love  and  to  good  works.  Other 
branches  of  the  Church  will  undoubtedly  now  come  forward, 
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especially  since  the  Act  of  Incorporation  has  been  obtained, 
and  do  their  share  in  the  work  of  securing  additions  to  the  Li¬ 
brary. 

Among  the  things  accomplished  during  the  last  year,  is  the 
publication  of  the  “  History  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
America,  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Webster.”  This  volume  covers 
a  period  of  great  interest,  embracing  the  origin  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  this  country,  and  one  of  the  most  exciting 
controversies  that  has  ever  occurred  in  its  history.  Happily 
the  end  of  the  controversy  is  also  contained  in  the  volume,  and 
the  glorious  reunion,  in  1758,  is  the  conclusion  of  an  important 
era  in  our  annals.  Mr.  Webster’s  history  necessarily  contains 
controversial  statements,  in  regard  to  which  unanimity  of 
opinion  cannot  be  expected.  The  Society,  however,  is,  to  no 
extent,  responsible  for  individual  opinions ;  and  is  merely  the 
agent  in  the  publication  of  what  must  be  regarded  as  an  im¬ 
portant  contribution  to  Presbyterian  history.  The  volume 
has  been  issued  in  a  very  handsome  manner  by  Mr.  Joseph  M. 
Wilson,  of  Philadelphia.  The  first  edition  of  2000  copies  is 
already  exhausted,  and  a  second  edition  is  now  going  through 
the  press. 

III.  The  Executive  Committee  beg  leave  to  bring  before  the 
Society  the  importance  of  publishing  an  Annual  Volume  of 
Proceedings,  containing  historical  matter,  original  or  selected. 
The  reasons  which  render  the  publication  of  an  annual  volume 
expedient,  are  such  as  these  : 

1.  An  annual  volume  of  historical  matter  is  within  the  direct 
objects  of  the  Society.  The  Society  was  organized,  not  only 
to  collect  the  materials ,  hut  to  'promote  the  knowledge  of  our 
Church  History  by  such  publications  as  might  be  deemed  ex¬ 
pedient. 

2.  The  Society  has  important  matter  on  hand,  which  may 
be  immediately  used  in  such  a  volume. 

3.  Such  a  publication  would  stimulate,  probably  more  than 
any  other  one  thing,  the  spirit  of  historical  investigation,  and 
lead  to  the  collection  of  a  large  amount  of  new  materials. 

4.  An  annual  volume  is  in  more  convenient  form  than  any 
other  for  circulation  ;  and  the  series  coming  out  once  a  year,  a 
single  volume  is  more  convenient  to  be  gaid  for ,  than  a  large 
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number.  An  annual  is  also  more  easily  edited  than  a  monthly 
or  a  quarterly. 

5.  A  publication  of  the  kind  recommended  would  accumu¬ 
late,  in  due  time,  a  rich  treasury  of  historical  knowledge. 

6.  The  public  would  have  evidence  of  the  existence  and 
industry  of  the  Society,  and  would  be  more  likely  to  take  an 
interest  in  its  affairs,  and  co-operate  in  all  measures  necessary 
to  its  prosperity. 

For  these  reasons,  it  is  deemed  by  the  Executive  Committee 
exceedingly  important  to  issue  an  annual  volume  of  historical 
matter  under  the  authority  of  the  Society. 

/ 

IV.  The  Executive  Committee  also  recommend  that  mea¬ 
sures  be  taken  by  the  Society  to  secure  a  Permanent  Fund  for 
its  uses,  of  not  less  than  ten  thousand  dollars. 

The  object  of  a  permanent  fund  would  be  twofold ;  jirst ,  to 
increase  the  Library,  and  secondly ,  to  assist  in  publishing  the 
annual  volume  of  proceedings.  The  increase  of  the  Library 
is  an  object  of  great  interest  and  magnitude.  Many  books 
must  be  purchased,  and  old  books,  which  are  the  valuable 
ones,  are  scarce  and  command  a  high  price.  During  the  year, 
one  of  Gilbert  Tennent’s  volumes,  exceedingly  rare,  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  Librarian  for  twelve  dollars.  Of  course,  nothing 
but  the  contingency  of  losing  such  a  volume  forever,  justified 
giving  so  large  a  sum  for  it.  It  is  nevertheless  true,  under  any 
circumstances,  that  a  Library  is  an  expensive  undertaking. 
But  an  Historical  Society,  without  an  adequate  Library,  would 
he  deprived  of  one  of  its  chief  and  efficient  instrumentalities 
in  accomplishing  its  purposes.  A  steady,  annual  income,  so 
:as  to  take  advantage  of  the  sale  of  books  at  auctions,  and  else¬ 
where,  is  a  necessity.  Without  such  income,  the  Library  can 
never  perform  its  true  functions  in  history.  Donations  of 
books  are,  indeed,  to  be  expected  from  liberal  and  enlightened 
friends ;  but  in  addition  to  an  increase  from  this  source,  it  is 
very  desirable  to  have  a  regular  income  for  the  purchase  of 
books. 

The  annual  volume  of  proceedings  will,  also,  probably  re¬ 
quire  aid  from  the  permanent  fund.  Such  volumes,  although 
of  great  importance  to  history,  are  not  often  popular  enough 
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to  pay  their  own  expenses.  Possibly  they  may,  in  some  years, 
defray  their  own  cost,  and  even  yield  a  profit ;  but  in  the  long 
run,  a  permanent  fund  will  he  found  to  be  the  only  safe  and 
steady  reliance. 

It  may  also  be  mentioned  that  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to 
secure  any  available  income  to  the  Society  by  the  payment  of 
annual  fees.  The  difficulty  of  collecting  annuallv  the  sum  of 
one  dollar  from  a  large  number  of  persons  is  almost  insur¬ 
mountable. 

The  practicability  of  obtaining  a  permanent  fund  of  §10,000 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Society,  cannot  be  questioned,  when 
we  consider  the  large  number  of  well-disposed  and  wealthy 
men,  who  are  always  ready  to  use  their  money  to  promote  the 
good  of  the  Presbyterian  cause.  There  are  men  who  will  give 
their  hundreds  for  the  illustration  of  Presbvterian  history : 
others  will  give  fifty,  and  twenty-five,  and  twenty  dollars. 
The  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society  has  been  compelled  to 
resort  to  the  scheme  of  raising  a  permanent  fund  to  carry  on 
its  publications.  The  sum  aimed  at  is  twenty  thousand  dollars  ; 

and  three-fourths  have  been  alreadv  collected.  One  of  the 

«/ 

conditions  of  subscription  is,  that  any  person  who  contributes  to 
the  fund  the  sum  of  twentv  dollars,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
for  life  a  copy  of  the  publications  of  the  Society. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  necessity  of  such  a  fund  will  awaken  an 
interest  throughout  the  various  Presbyterian  bodies,  repre¬ 
sented  in  this  Society,  that  will  eventually  secure  the  object. 
The  fund  may  not  be  collected  in  one  year,  or  in  five  years ; 
but  it  can  be  secured  in  time.  Subscriptions  received  now, 
ought  to  bear  interest ;  and  the  principal  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  accumulate  until  it  amounts  to  the  sum  proposed. 

V.  The  Executive  Committee  respectfully  bring  before  the 
Society  the  propriety  of  commemorating,  in  some  appropriate 
manner,  the  reunion  of  the  Synods  of  Xew  Tork  and  Phila¬ 
delphia,  which  occurred  in  1758.  Xext  year  would  furnish  a 
Centennial  Celebration,  whose  good  influence  might  be  felt 
far  and  wide. 

Among  the  reasons  which  invite  such  an  observance,  may 
be  stated  the  following :  ' 
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1.  The  celebration  of  important  events  is  a  means  of  histori¬ 
cal  knowledge.  The  past  naturally  sinks  into  oblivion.  Pre¬ 
sent  scenes  and  events  shadow  the  remote,  and  pre-occupy  the 
attention  of  existing  generations  by  their  own  attractions. 
How  few  of  our  communicants  are  conversant  with  the  great 
revivals,  and  alas !  the  great  divisions  which  characterized  the 
age  of  the  Tennents,  and  Dickinson,  and  Thompson,  and 
Alison !  A  celebration  of  the  reunion  of  the  different  par¬ 
ties,  and  of  the  consolidation  of  the  different  fragments  of  the 
Church,  would  be  the  means  of  spreading  abroad  much  import¬ 
ant  historical  knowledge. 

2.  Such  a  celebration  would  be  the  expression  of  gratitude  to 
Grod  for  the  good  resulting  from  the  union.  The  prosperity  of 
our  Church  received  a  new  impulse  from  the  coming  together 
of  the  two  Synods.  In  union  is  strength.  It  was  a  great  day 
for  the  Presbyterian  Church,  when,  on  May  22d,  1758,  Gilbert 
Tennent  took  the  chair  as  moderator  of  the  Synod  of  Hew 
York  and  Philadelphia.  Thenceforth  Presbyterians  went  out 
to  possess  the  land  under  one  banner ;  and  in  a  few  years  after¬ 
wards,  the  General  Assembly  was  organized.  Gratitude  to 
God  is  due  in  the  remembrance  of  decisive  events;  and  a 
public  acknowledgment  of  it  is  highly  becoming. 

3.  Special  moral  lessons  are  suggested  by  the  circumstances 
that  led  to  the  division  of  1741,  and  to  the  reunion  of  1758. 
It  is  not  for  the  Committee  to  specify  these  lessons.  They 
belong  more  appropriately  to  the  writers  or  speakers  who  may 
take  part  in  the  proposed  celebration. 

4.  The  occasion  affords  an  opportunity  of  cultivating  a  spirit 
of  fraternal  union  among  Presbyterians,  and  among  Christians 
of  every  name.  The  contemplation  of  the  reunion  of  bodies, 
sundered  by  mutual  misunderstandings,  cannot  but  have  the 
happiest  effects.  Brotherly  love  is  among  the  highest  graces  of 
religion.  Our  separations  tend  to  impair  the  purity  and  the 
power  of  this  spiritual  grace ;  and  among  the  means  that  God 
may  bless  to  its  cultivation  and  to  the  restoration  of  harmony, 
may  be  the  reviving  of  old  historical  associations,  rich  in  peace 
and  in  union. 

A  difference  of  opinion  may  exist  in  regard  to  the  best 
mode  of  commemorating  the  event  in  question,  whether  by 
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a  joint  and  general  celebration  under  the  immediate  auspices 
of  the  Society,  or  by  appointments  made  by  each  of  tbe  Gene¬ 
ral  Assemblies,  or  in  both  of  these  modes.  Perhaps,  the 
wisest  course  would  be  to  memorialize  each  of  the  General 
Assemblies  on  the  subject,  and  then  to  leave  it  to  the  Exe¬ 
cutive  Committee,  after  the  action  of  these  bodies,  to  decide 
upon  the  propriety  of  any  other  commemoration. 

The  Society  have  to  record  the  loss  by  death,  during  the 
year,  of  the  Rev.  Richard  Webster,  the  Corresponding  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Society  from  the  beginning,  and  its  early,  steadfast, 
and  efficient  friend.  Mr.  Webster  had  a  gift  by  nature  for 
historical  inquiries.  God  endowed  him  with  a  keen  curiosity 
for  investigations  of  this  nature,  with  a  discrimination  that 
enabled  him  to  avail  himself  with  readiness  of  all  sources  of 
information ;  with  a  cheerful  patience,  that  endured  labour 
and  drudgery  of  every  kind  in  the  prosecution  of  his  objects; 
and  with  a  genial  flow  of  soul  and  love  of  truth,  that  conci¬ 
liated  an  affectionate  regard  in  his  intercourse  with  others. 
His  name  will  live  in  Presbyterian  history,  as  a  contributor 
to  its  ancient  annals.  May  his  example  in  life  arouse  surviv¬ 
ing  members  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  duties  to  the  Society, 
and  may  his  peaceful  and  triumphant  death  be  a  remem¬ 
brancer  of  the  higher  duties  belonging  to  the  life  everlasting. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

C.  VAN  RENSSELAER,  Chairman . 
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APPENDIX. 


ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY. 


Philadelphia,  May  10,  1857. 

The  Presbyterian  Historical  Society  held  its  annual  meeting  in  the 
Pine  Street  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President,  Rev.  Thomas  H.  Skinner,  D.D.,  Henry 
J.  Williams,  Esq.,  was  called  to  the  chair. 

George  Duffield,  Jr.,  was  appointed  Secretary  pro  tern. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Brainerd,  D.D. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Charter  recently  granted  to  the  Society  by  the  Legislature  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  was  then  read,  and  on  motion  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Backus,  D.D., 

Resolved ,  That  said  Charter  be  accepted  by  the  Society,  and  that 
notice  of  such  acceptance  be  given  to  the  proper  authorities  by  the  Corre¬ 
sponding  Secretary. 

Rev.  Messrs.  James  Wood,  D.D.,  Joseph  T.  Cooper,  D.D.,  and  B.  J. 
Wallace  were  appointed  a  committee  to  nominate  officers. 

The  committee  had  leave  to  retire,  and  after  consultation  reported  as 

follows,  viz. : 

John  Forsyth,  D.D.,  President. 

David  Elliott,  D.D.,  Thomas  Brainerd,  D.D.,  John  T.  Pressly.  D.D., 
John  N.  McLeod,  D.D.,  Thomas  Beveridge,  D.D.,  Vice  Presidents. 

Rev.  Samuel  J.  Baird,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Dales,  D.D.,  Recording  Secretary. 

Samuel  Agnew,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 

C.  Van  Rensselaer,  D.D.,  J.  C.  Backus,  D.D.,  Samuel  Hazzard,  Esq., 
George  Duffield,  Jr.,  B.  J.  Wallace,  H.  J.  Williams,  Esq.,  George  H. 
Stuart,  Esq.,  J.  B.  Dales,  D.D.,  Joseph  T.  Cooper,  D.D.,  Thomas  H. 
Beveridge,  D.D.,  Executive  Committee. 

The  following  members  were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  by-laws 
for  the  Society,  and  report  at  the  next  annual  meeting,  viz. :  H.  J.  Wil- 
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liams,  Esq.,  C.  Van  Rensselaer,  D.D.,  J.  T.  Cooper,  D.D.,  J.  B.  Dales,  D.D., 
George  H.  Stuart,  Esq. 

The  Annual  Report  was  read  by  Dr.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  accepted : 
after  which  the  several  recommendations  contained  in  it  were  taken  up  in 
regular  order. 

Resolved,  That  a  volume  be  annually  published  by  this  Society  con¬ 
taining  its  more  important  transactions,  and  such  items  of  historical  infor¬ 
mation  as  may  commend  themselves  to  the  judgment  of  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  deem  it  expedient  to  establish  a  permanent 
fund  to  the  amount  of  $10,000,  the  interest  of  which  shall  be  applied  to 
the  increase  of  the  Library,  and  to  the  expense  of  publications,  and  that 
the  subject  of  collecting  and  investing  the  fund  be  referred  to  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee. 

The  “  Commemoration  of  the  Reunion  of  the  Synod  in  1758,”  was  then 
taken  up,  and  after  a  very  pleasant  and  interesting  discussion,  it  was 
unanimously 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  memorialize  the  General  Assemblies  about 
to  meet  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  to  take  action  thereon 
during  their  pending  Sessions. 

Rev.  Messrs.  James  Wood,  D.D.,  B.  J.  Wallace,  and  C.  Van  Rensselaer, 
D.D.,  were  appointed  a  committee  with  power  to  draft  said  memorial,  and 
forward  it  to  the  Assemblies. 

The  Reformed  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  having  made  applica¬ 
tion  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  were  unanimously  received  as  an  integral 
portion  of  this  Society . 

Resolved,  That  the  Annual  Report  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  with  a  view  to  its  immediate  publication,  and  distribution  among  the 
several  Assemblies  and  Synods  represented  in  this  Society. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Brainerd  presented  to  the  Society  a  rare  volume  of  Gil¬ 
bert  Tennent’s  Sermons  :  Mr.  Wallace  a  pamphlet  sermon  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Cooper:  and  Mr.  Duffield  a  MS.  sermon  of  George  Duffield,  D.D.,  former 
pastor  of  Pine  St.  Church,  both  preached  during  the  Revolution. 

Concluded  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  John  C.  Backus,  D.D. 

Adjourned. 

GEORGE  DUFFIELD,  Jr.,  Secretary  pro  tern. 


